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g REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE PEACEFUL USES OF OUTER SPACE

Rapporteur: Mr. Geraldo de VARVALHO SILOS (Brazil)

g I. INTRODUCTION

1. The Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space met at United Nations
Headquarters, New York from 15 to 18 Cctober 1968 under the chairmanship of
Mr. Kurt Waldheim (Austria). Mr. Gheorghe Diaconescu (Romania) served as
Vice-Chairman and Mr. Gerlado de Carvalho Silos (Brazil) as Rapporteur. The
verbatim records of the Committee's meetings were circulated as documents

A/AC.105/PV.53-59.

# Meetings of subsidiary bodies

L v 2. The seventh session of the Legal Sub-Committee was held at the United Nations

. : Office at Geneva from 4 to 28 June 1968 under the chairmanship of Mr. Eugeniusz
wyzner (Poland). The Sub-Committee's report on the work of its session
(A/AC.105/45) is reproduced as annex III.

3. The Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee did not meet in 1968, in view of
the holding of the United Nations Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful
Uses of Outer Space.

Eleventh session of the Committee

. At its 53rd meeting, on 15 October 1968, the Committee adopted the
following agenda:

1. Opening statement by the Chairman.

2. Report of the Committee to the General Assembly on the preparations
for, the organization and proceedings of the United Nations Conference
on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space
(General Assembly resolutions 2221 (XXI) and 2250 (5-V)).

Documentation on the United Nations Conference on the
Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (A/AC.lOS/L.MM).

5. Report of the Committee to the General Assembly
(General Assembly resolution 2260 (XXII)).

L. Report of the Legal Sub-Committee (A/AC.105/45).
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5. The opening statement by the Chalrman is reproduced in annex I.

6. In the course of the discussions, statemments were made by the representativeg
of Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Czechoslovakia, France,
Hungary, India, Italy, Japan, Poland, Romania, Sierra Leone, Sweden, the Union

of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United Arab Republic, the United Kingdom of
Creat Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States of America. The
statements are reproduced in the verbatim records of the 55rd to 59th mectings.,

T Stgtements were also made by the representatives of the International
Communication Union (ITU), the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the World Health Organization (WHO), the World
Meteorological Organization_(WMO) and the Committee on Space Research of the
Tnternational Council of Scientific Unions (COSPAR) who attended the session as
observers. The statements are reproduced in the verbatim records of the 56th
ard 58th meetings.

8. At the 59th meeting of the Committee, the Chairman of the Committee,

Mr. Kurt Waldheim (Austria), announced that in view of his duties as Forelgn
Minister of Austria, he was relinquishing his duties as Chairman of the United
Natiors Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. The delegations of
Australia, Pelgium, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, Czechoslovakia, France, India, Iran,
Ttaly, Japan, Lebanon, Mexico, Morocco, Romania, Sierra Leone, Sweden, the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United Arab Republic, the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States of America expressed
their deep appreciation of the work of Mr. Waldheim as Chairman of the Committee
and extended their best wishes to him.

9. The Committee adopted its revort to the General Assembly at its 59th meeting,
on 18 October 19€8. .

10. The Committeet!s recommendations and decisions are set out below.

IT. RECCMMENDATIONS AND DECISICHS

United Nations Conference on the Exploration
and Peaceful Uess of Outer Space

11. The Committee considered the documentation compiled by the Secretariat on
the preparation for, the organization and proceedings of the United Nations
Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, held in Vienna
from 14 to 27 August 1968. That documentation (A/AC.105/L.4k4) is reproduced
in annex IT.

12, In connexion with document A/AC.105/L.4k, the Committee wishes to point out
to the General Assembly tkat., since there was SO short a time between the end of
the Conference and the meeting of this Committee, cections of this document are
of an interpretative nature and are not to be taken as an official record of the
papers presented and the discussions held at the Conference.

1%. In his opening statement (see anrex' I), the Chairman of the Committee, who
also served as the President of the Conference, pointed out the significance of
the Conference and expressed the belief that it was able to fulfil its mandate
by identifying the importance of practical applications of space exploration and
the opportunities available for internatioral co-operation in this field.

14. The Committee noted with satisfaction that the Conference was well attended.
Seventy-eight countries participated, as well as nine specialized agencies,

three intergovernmental organizations and one non-governmental organization. It
has also been noted that most of the participants were represented by qualified
persons in the field of space research and technology, and concerned with the
problems of economic and social development which could be tackled by the
introduction and promotion of space applications in their national programmes.

15. The Committee also noted that a well attended exhibition on the peaceful

uses of outer space was arranged in conjunction with the Conference. Exhibits

of six countries - Australia, Austria, Finland, India, Switzerland and the United
States of America - were accommodated at the site of the Conference in the

Kongress Zentrua. Large exhibitions of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

and INTELSAT were hcused in the Messepalast in the vicinity of the Kongress Zentrum.

16. The Committee expressed its appreciation to the Goverrment of Austria for
acting as host of the Conference as well as for its contribution to the
organization and success of the Conference.

17. The Committee recommends that the Secretary-General should, as scon as
possible, distribute very widely an annotated list of the papers presented at

the Conference to Governments, educational institutions, learned societies and
other appropriate recipients decided upon by the Secretary-General in order to
rermit and encourage requests for individual papers of interest. In response

to these requests, the Secretary-General should furnish such copies of papers

to persons making such requests. In addition, the Secretary-General should, where
he feels it to be appropriate, make available coples of perers to other sources.
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